ST. NICHOLAS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL,
HURST

Religious Education Policy

This policy is written in the spirit of our mission statement:  
Laying firm foundations to believe and achieve
through our school values
Respect, Honesty, Courage and Kindness
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Aim
The Aim of this policy is to explain how Religious Education is organised at St Nicholas CE Primary School

Introduction
St Nicholas is a Church of England School in the heart of a small village community.  We believe that RE plays an important role in forming the firm foundations for social, moral, cultural and spiritual development of our children.  While we acknowledge our Christian foundation, we also value the contributions of other faiths, especially those celebrated within our school community.

We believe that RE proved the children with many opportunities, including opportunities to:
· develop their knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other world faiths; 
· explore key concepts within different faiths, which will help pupils to develop an understanding and respect for different faiths, beliefs, values and traditions; 
· consider difficult and puzzling questions about the meaning and purpose of life; 
· learn about religious teaching; 
· develop their sense of identity and belonging so preparing them for life in a multi faith and multicultural society; 
· develop skills of enquiry and response; 
· develop their oracy skills through discussion of complex ideas; 
· reflect on their own experiences and to explore their own beliefs and values.
At St Nicholas, RE is distinct from Collective Worship.  For information on our Collective Worship at St Nicholas, please refer to our Collective Worship Policy.

RE Scheme of work

The school follows the National Curriculum requirements for teaching R.E. The Oxford Diocesan Board of Education (ODBE) recommends that Church Aided schools follow the Wokingham Agreed Syllabus, which is available for all Wokingham LA schools.

In line with current Oxford Diocese recommendations, units of work which cover an area of Christianity are planned using the ‘Understanding Christianity’ resource. This resource has been written to cover all areas of the Agreed Syllabus relating to Christianity. All other units of work are planned using the ‘Discovery’ scheme of work. This scheme has been written to follow the Agreed Syllabus and involves studying Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism and Islam. The units of work about Islam are optional within the Agreed Syllabus, but have been included, as this reflects the faith background of many of our pupils. Each term, the scheme outlines units of work based on key questions and learning objectives.

By following Discovery RE and Understanding Christianity programmes at St Nicholas CE Primary School we intend that Religious Education will…

· Adopt an enquiry-based approach as recommended by Ofsted, beginning with the children’s own life experience before moving into learning about and from religion.

· Provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs and the self; and issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development.

· Encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses.

· Enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society.

· Teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice.

· Prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion

· Nurture children’s own spiritual development

Discovery RE and Understanding Christianity, bring together the skills of learning about and from religion, questioning, and spiritual development in a comprehensive scheme of learning. Teaching strategies are varied and are mindful of preferred learning styles and the need for differentiation. Each enquiry starts from the children’s own life experiences using these as a bridge into the investigation of the religion being studied.

Discovery RE is written as a universal core curriculum provision for all children. Inclusivity is part of its philosophy. Teachers will adapt each enquiry to meet the needs of the children in their classes. To support this, many enquiries suggest creative learning activities that allow children to choose the media with which they work and give them scope to work to their full potential. 


Assessment and Reporting

Learning is assessed formatively through each lesson and summatively at the end of each unit of work. Children have opportunities to express their own thoughts and beliefs and empathise with believers of that religion or belief position. This stand-alone evidence is used in conjunction with other evidence such as records of discussions and annotations from other lessons within the enquiry to assist the teacher in reaching a best-fit level. The information gained from this is used by class teachers to report on children’s attainment in RE at the end of each academic year in the child’s school report.

Monitoring

The RE co-ordinator monitors delivery of the programme through observation and discussion with teaching staff, as well as discussions with children and scrutiny of their written work to ensure consistent and coherent curriculum provision.
Evaluation of the programme’s effectiveness is conducted on the basis of:

• Pupil and teacher evaluation of the content and learning processes

• Staff meetings to review and share experience

• Monitoring of assessment to ensure progression throughout the school.


The Learning Environment

Establishing a safe, open and positive learning environment based on trusting relationships between all members of the class, adults and children alike, is vital. To enable this, it is important that respect for each others’ views and beliefs and those of the believers of that religion is encouraged at all times and that any artefacts are handled with respect and care. Sensitive and controversial issues are certain to arise in learning from real-life experience and discussing personal beliefs.

Topics are presented using a variety of views and beliefs so that pupils are able to form their own, informed opinions but also respect that others have the right to different opinions. Teachers should never feel obliged to discuss their own beliefs unless they feel comfortable doing so and can ensure that this will not influence or restrict the children’s own expression. At St Nicholas CE Primary school we uphold the Christian ethos of the school whilst still respecting the beliefs and views of others.

Teaching and resources 

· The school follows the recommended time allocation for R.E., which is 1 hour per week for Key Stage 1 and 1 ¼ hours for Key Stage 2. 
· A range of resources are used: video and audio clips, books, artefacts, music, drama and ICT. 
· From time to time, visits to places of worship occur and visitors are invited to talk about their faith. 
· Once or twice a year, pupils participate in sessions run by R.E. Inspired, which cover some of the Christian aspects of the R.E. scheme of work. 
· We believe that good R.E. teaching draws upon the children’s own experiences and presents religions as living faiths. 
· Following discussion with the Head of School, parents have the right to withdraw their children from R.E. lessons.


image1.jpeg




