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“Reading is the gateway for children that makes all other learning possible.” Barack Obama
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Reading and Phonics  

The reading curriculum at St Nicholas is shaped by our school vision which aims to lay firm foundations to enable all children to flourish, regardless of background, ability and additional needs. We teach the National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all pupils. At St Nicholas, we follow Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. In EYFS and early Key Stage 1, there is an emphasis on phonics, this is then applied throughout the rest of the school to consolidate what has been learnt. Within daily phonic sessions, pupils have the opportunity to revisit previous learning, practise and apply new skills in structured ways. We encourage reading for pleasure through pupils having a choice of challenging and enriching texts as well as building in time for pupils to read independently and as part of a whole class. 


Intent 
Our intent in reading and phonics is to: 
· use a systematic approach to phonics and early reading skills through daily high-quality reading lessons for all children to develop firm foundations, confidence, self-belief and success. 
· develop a systematic approach to daily high-quality reading lessons for children who have secured their phonics knowledge to deepen their knowledge and skills as they progress through the subject, developing their confidence, self-belief and success. 
· establish deep roots in reading to ensure children acquire wisdom, knowledge and skills, that build on their prior learning, to become fluent and confident readers. 
· inspire children to learn and enable them to develop a deep body of knowledge by prioritising reading as the heart of curriculum to deepen the children’s understanding of the English language and build up their familiarity of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary across the curriculum. 
· seek to deepen the children’s knowledge and skills through connecting and becoming familiar with text types, Vocabulary, Inference, Punctuation, Explanation, Retrieval, Summarising and Sequencing (VIPERS). 
· expand and develop the children’s knowledge of vocabulary and provide them with opportunities to learn about the wider world through a range of different subjects and texts. All texts will be carefully selected to ensure that children are exposed to quality high level texts to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually.  
· promote a culture of reading for pleasure and ensure that listening to a wide range of stories becomes a vital and enjoyable part of the daily routine across the whole school, 

Intended Impact  

[bookmark: _Hlk126923451]The impact of our reading and phonics curriculum is designed to create fluent readers, confident speakers and willing writers. They will understand the features of different genres and develop specific and technical vocabulary for both fiction and non-fiction texts. Children will use their experiences of reading and apply this knowledge in their own writing. Our chosen phonics scheme, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, provides a structured and systematic approach to teaching reading. The Little Wandle programme meets the higher expectations of the National Curriculum and uses effective assessment to accelerate every child's progress. Our children are then ready for the next stage of their reading journey which is based on carefully chosen class texts and personalised reading books chosen from the Accelerated Reader Spine. This continues to develop their fluency as readers as well as developing the reading skills required as they move through the Key Stages.  
 
Assessment  
Assessments of the pupils’ knowledge and understanding is ongoing throughout the year. In EYFS and Year 1, Phonics and reading are assessed every half-term following the Little Wandle scheme. Additional assessment occurs for those in need of more intensive support. From Year 2 to Year 6 reading is assessed using the Accelerated Reader Programme, through regular comprehension quizzes based on books read and half termly Star Reader Tests. Assessment also include observations, discussions and written outcomes. A summative assessment of whether a child is working at age related expectations plus their attitude to learning Reading is reported to parents/carers in a written annual report. 
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