
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



• No statutory requirement for us to change or 
adopt one of the Government’s validated 
phonics programmes

• Important that school have an approach that is 
rigorous, systematic, used with fidelity

Firstly, why are we changing?

• Something that KS1 team 
have known could be 
improved upon 

• Trialled several different 
schemes, with feedback 
from parents and children



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Whole class phonics lessons 
daily which follow routine:

• Revisit and review

• Teach and practice

• Practice and apply

• Daily writing

• Friday – always a review 
day. 

• Same format in Year 1

So how will phonics be taught?



Example session of how this looks for 
EYFS pupils – starts at 11 minutes

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
resources/my-letters-and-sounds/whole-school-
cpd/training-modules/module-5/

Reading practice sessions

One of the biggest elements of 
change, rather than a single session 
of 1:1 reading per week, children 
will take part in reading practice 
sessions

Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

• Decoding/prosody/comprehension

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/whole-school-cpd/training-modules/module-5/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/whole-school-cpd/training-modules/module-5/


We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



• Initially whilst we continue to build up resources, children will be 
sent an e-book copy of their phonics book, every child will have 
their own login and teachers will be able to ‘assign’ books. Once we 
have enough books in the system children will be sent home with a 
physical copy as well.

• For EYFS pupils and Year 1 pupils, this means there is only 1 phonics 
book per week.

• Your child should be able to read their book without your help. 
They will have already read it several times at school.

• If they can’t read a word read it to them and note it in their reading 
record for the teacher. Recordings as previous are not needed. 

• Talk about the book and celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Books going home



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Sharing books



As children move through Year 1 and into Year 2 some will no longer need 
to rely on those early phonics skills to read. 

• Those who reach this point will move onto spelling rules and will follow 
the banded progression of books, as displayed, whilst also still being 
encouraged to read books of their own interest. This is where the increase 
in reading books being sent home will happen to continue to develop their 
fluency and stamina when reading.

• For children who have not reached the end of the programme and are not 
reading fluently, they will continue to follow the Little Wandle scheme and 
attend reading practice sessions. 

Moving beyond Phonics and Year 2



Sometimes children may be identified as needing additional support, this 
may be with blending, segmenting or with remembering certain sounds 
and/or spellings. In these cases, Little Wandle helps us identify exactly what 
level of support is needed and in which areas.

• Group keep-up sessions or Individual sessions – short 5 minute daily 
sessions

• If your child, is identified as needing some extra support, you will be 
notified or asked to meet with their teacher as soon as possible. Children 
will be re-assessed regularly through summative (informal) assessments 
and will continue as long as needed. 

Those needing extra support…



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


